# • 

Serial No. 09/421,005 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled and withdrawn claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
underlining and deleted text with str i kothrough . The status of each claim is indicated with one of 
(original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - 
- formerly dependent claim #) or, (previously re-presented). 



Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

(CURRENTLY AMENDED) An i nformat i on proc e ss i ng apparatus A server to 
operating apparatus client and af* a peripheral apparatus to be operated by said 
apparatus client are connected, said informat i on proc e ssing apparatus server 
functioning as a peripheral server with which me operating client operates the peripheral 
apparatus, the server comprising: / 

an instruction information storing part/which stores a set of operating instructions 
i nstruct i on information for op e rat i ng to be u^ed by said client apparatus to b e op e rat e d operate 
the peripheral apparatus via the server : andf 

an instruction information send part/which reads said i nstruct i on informat i on set of 
operating instructions from said instruction information storing part in response to a request from 
said operating apparatus client and in furtner response sends said instruction information to said 
operating apparatus client, where the redliest is a reouest of the operating client to operate the 
peripheral apparatus . / 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The i nformat i on proc e ss i ng apparatus server as 
claimed in claim 1. further comprising/an operating instruction information obtaining part which 
obtains said i nstruction informat i on operating instructions from said peripheral apparatus to-be 
op e rat e d when said operating instruction information storing part does not i nclud e have said 
instruct i on informat i on operating instructions corresponding to said request. 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising a communication type -protocol accommodation part which 
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accommodates adifference between communication tvees -protocols of said op e rating 
apparatus client and said peripheral apparatus to be operated by said operating client . 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein said communication tvee -protocol accommodation part includes a converter 
which converts data such that a protocol of said daip becomes suitable for said communication 
tvee protocols . 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein said peripheral apparatus to befoperated is - comprises a printer. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An Jnformation processing method of an i nformation 
proc e ssing apparatus a server to which an operating apparatus client and af ha peripheral 
apparatus to be operated by said operating apparatus client are connected, said i nformation 

-method of the server comprising' 
an i nstruct i on i nformation r e quest rec ei v i ng st e p of receiving from said operating 
- client a request for i nstruct i on i rpormat i on for op e rat i ng to operate said peripheral 
apparatus to b e op e rat e d ; and 

a sending st e p of sending sa i d instruct i on i nformat i on operatinq instructions to be used by 
said client apparatus to operate the peripheral apparatus from said i nformat i on proc e ssing 
apparatus server to said operating apparatus client in response to said request to operate said 
peripheral apparatus . 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The information processing method as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein said sending st e p compr i s i ng a st e p of comprises obtaining said i nstruct i on 
i nformat i on operatinq instructions from said peripheral apparatus to be operated when said 
i nformat i on proc e ss i ng apparatus server does not i nc l ud e have said i nstruction 
informat i on operatinq instructions corresponding to said request. 



8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable medium storing program 
eede information for causing a server computer system to perform a process i nformat i on , an 
operating apparatus client anp afha peripheral apparatus to be operated by said operating 
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apparatus client being connected to said server computer ^ystem, said computer readable 
m e d i um process comprising: 

first program cod e m e ans for receiving from saicf operating apparatus client a request fef 
i nstruct i on i nformat i on for op e rat i nq to operate said peripheral apparatus to bo op e rat e d ; and 

s e cond program cod e m e ans for sending ope/rating instructions to be used by said client 
apparatus to operate the peripheral apparatus sa i d instruct i on i nformat i on from said server 
computer system to said operating apparatus clieyft in response to said request to operate said 
peripheral apparatus . 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) iW computer readable medium as claimed in claim 
8, wherein said second program cod e m e ans compris i ng program cod e m e ans fo r process 
further comprises obtaining said i nstruotion/informat i on operating instructions from said 
peripheral apparatus to b e op e rat e d when/said server computer system does not i nc l ud e have 
said i nstruct i on i nformat i on operating instjaictions corresponding to said request. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computen#adable medium storing program code 
for causing a server computer system tojDrocess information, an operating apparatus client and 
an -a peripheral apparatus to be opecmed by\kia operating apparatus client being connected to 
said server computer system, saidrcompui^r readable medium comprising: 

first program code receivingfptfm said operating apparatus client a request for i nstruct i on 
i nformat i on for op e rating to operat^ saig ireTlgfieral apparatus to b e op e rat e d ; and 

second program coda^ending sa i d i nstruct i on i nformat i on operating instructions to said 
operating apparatus clien^from said server computer system in response to said requestto 
operate said peripheral apparatus . 



( CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method, comprising: 
managing and storing, at a server connected to a client, a list of software commands for 
operating , us i ng tho s e rv e r, a peripheral device r conn e ct e d to a cl ie nt ; 

at tbe-a_client, responding to r e c ei v i ng a user command for op e rat i ng to operate the 
peripheral device by requesting from the server the software command list and then generating 
an operating command on the basis of the command list received from the server; and 



sending the generated operatir)g command from the client to the server, which controls 
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in response sends the operating command to the peripheral device i n accordanc e with th e 
operating command . / 

12. (NEW) An apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the server is adapted to 
communicate with the client using a first protocol and to communicate with the peripheral device 
with a second protocol. / 

13. (NEW) An apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the server is adapted to 
facilitate shared operation of the peripheral device by multiple clients. 

14. (NEW) A method of distributing/printer instructions on a network, the method 
comprising: / 

at a client, starting a print job destines for a network printer over a network by sending 
from the client over the network a request rdated to operate the network printer, where the 
request is formatted according to a first protocol; 

receiving the request at a server and in response sending to the client a command list 
specific to the network printer and for operating the network printer; 

receiving the command list at thejclient; 

continuing the print job at the cliejnt by preparing a printer command based on the 
received command list and sending the/printer command on the network, where the printer 
command is formatted according to the first protocol; 

receiving the printer command rat the server and in response sending the printer 
command to the network printer in a format according to a second protocol; 

receiving the printer command at the network printer and operating according to the 
command and in response sending io the server indicia of ending the operating formatted 
according to the second protocol; and 

receiving the indicia at the server and sending the indicia to the client formatted 
according to the first protocol. / 

15. (NEW) A method pf distributing different command lists for operating respective 

differently-operated peripheral devices on a network, the method comprising: 

at clients, initiating operations of the peripheral devices over a network by sending, over 
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the network, requests related to operating the peripheral devices, where the peripheral devices 
are each operated by different sets of commands corresponding to the command lists, and the 
command lists are for operating the respective differenfly-operated peripheral devices; 

receiving the requests at a server and in resoonse sending to the clients, respectively, 
command lists corresponding to the respective requested peripheral devices, where the server 
serves handles shared operation of the peripheralijevices by the clients; 

receiving the command lists at the respective clients; 

continuing the operations of the peripheral devices at the clients by preparing respective 
different operating commands based on the re/pective received command lists, and sending the 
operating commands on the network; 

receiving the different operating conrr/nands at the server and in response sending the 
operating commands to the respective peripheral devices; and 

receiving the different operating commands at the respective differently-operated 
peripheral devices and the peripheral devices responding by operating accordingly. 
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